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For much of the nine- teenth century, the idea of Cuba Libre
had not evolved much beyond an amorphous and largely ambiguous
sentiment. Certainly the historiography almost universally
cel- ebrates the valor and virtue of the many tens of
thousands of Cubans who suffered, struggled, and sacrificed in
the face of enormous obstacles. Cultural traditions not
practiced by any diaspora are doomed to obsolescence, and mark
the onset of cultural genocide.
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added a social agenda to the historic program of national
liberation and instantly converted a movement devoted to the
establishment of a new nation into a force dedicated to shap-
ing a new society.
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